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The Character and Ideas of Tamburlaine

Jiro Axkutsu

Abstract

Tamburlaine, a shepherd in Scythia became a powerful king by a succession of conquests.

His appearance was majestic and impressive.

He had superhuman qualities. His

unbounded ambition was an essential part of his ideas. But he was ruthlessly cruel in
battles. Marlowe created the stately blank verse, the mighty line, as the mode of expression

of these subjects.
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Of stature tall, and straightly fashioned,

Like his desire, lift upwards and divine,

So large of lims, his joints so strongly knit,
Such breadth of shoulders as might mainely beare.
Olde atlas burthen. (II. i. 7-11.) 1)
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Pale of complexion: wrought in him with
passion,

Thirsting with soverainty, with love of armes:

In every part proportioned like the man,
Should make the world subdued to Tambur-
laine. (II. i. 19-30)
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A Scythian shepheard so imbellished

With Natures pride, and richest furniture ?

His looks do menace heaven and dare the
Gods,

His fierie eies are fixt upon the earth,

As if he now devis’d some Stratageme:

Or meant to pierce Avernus darksome vaults,

And pull the triple headed dog from hell.
(I. ii. 155-61)
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