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Abstract

Originally the beautiful youth Hyakinthos, whom Apollo loved, was not a young consort of
Apollo. As the non-Greek suffix-nth indicates, Hyakinthos was an indigenous deity at Amyklae
in Laconia. Before the coming of the Indo-Europeans, a matriarchal civilization flourished in the
Aegean basin, and the main feature of the civilization was the predominance of the Great Goddess
who ruled the nature’s life, that is, the growth, death and regeneration of vegetation and animals.
As the name Hyakinthos signifies a flower, he seems to have been closely associated with vegeta-
tion reflecting the pre-Greek Aegean civilization on the Greek mainland. When Apollo came to
Amyklae, Hyakinthos, the predominant indigenous god, was superseded ; this fact is attested by
the fact that Hyakinthos was accidentally killed by Apollo as told in Greek myth. Though the
original name of the festival survived, the Hyakinthia, which must have been a vegetation cult
commemorating the vegetation deity Hyakinthos, was transformed into a joint festival represent-
ing the predominance of Apollo and the subjugation of Hyakinthos.

Introduction

In Greek mythology, Hyakinthos, son of Amyklas who founded a city in Laconia, was a
beautiful youth whom Apollo loved (Fig. 1 a, b"), and the god killed Hyakinthos accidentally
by a discus ; in another legend the jealous Zephyros blew the discus thrown by Apollo so that
it struck the beautiful youth on the head. From the youth’s blood, a flower marked with the
letters AI Al (alas, alas!) sprang, and the flower was called hyacinth commemorating the
tragic death of Hyakinthos. This well-known fancy story mentioned above is considered to
be a rather late version, and Apollo is regarded as a late-comer? and foreigner on the Greek
soil, while Hyakinthos as an indigenous deity at Amyklae in Laconia. In addition, unlike the
fancy myth, it is said that the statue of Hyakinthos was not a beautiful youth but of a beared
man®, which signifies that Hyakinthos was regarded not as a young consort of Apollo, but as
a dominant local deity in Laconia. The background of this myth seems to show interesting
features of the original relation with Apollo and Hyakinthos.

1. Hyakinthos, Apollo, and Python

The name Hyakinthos represents as pre-Greek by the suffix-nth, which is considered to
belong to the language used by the indigenous people of the Greek mainland, the Aegean
islands, and Asia Minor. The same examples are seen as Corinthos and Olynthos in Greece,
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